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Video:  An Inconvenient Truth
There are many things that contribute to pollution and cause concern in our local area, and the biosphere as a whole.  The one we will examine as we view “An Inconvenient Truth” is global warming.  Please, use your textbook to complete the following table.  USE PENCIL!  p.67 is a good place to start.
	
	Global Warming 

	What is …?


	

	What chemical compounds, etc. are involved?
	

	Where is it happening?


	

	How do we know it is happening?


	

	What will happen if we don’t take steps to stop it?


	

	What can I do?


	


1.   The circle given in this question represents the earth.   Using the information given on p. 67, show light 
      striking the earth from the sun.  Then, show what happens to this light. Label as necessary.  
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2.  Draw a jagged, upward slanting line representing carbon dioxide levels in the earth’s atmosphere on the 
     graph below.   Then, show the increase in temperature.  Label the y- and x-axis with the labels given on 
      p.67.                                    

                                             Effect of Carbon dioxide
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 a.  Why was a line graph (as opposed to a bar graph or pie chart) chosen to represent the data?
 b.   Why is the line jagged?

3.  What is a glacier?  What is happening to glaciers world-wide?  What change causes 

      ice to melt?

4.  What is the primary gas of concern causing a rise in global temperature?  Are there 

     other gases?  If yes, what are they?

5.  When there is more ____________, the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere 

     ________________ because more energy of the sun is trapped.

6.  What is happening to the average yearly temperature of Earth’s atmosphere?  Is there 

      a relationship between temperature and carbon dioxide levels?  If yes, describe it.  Is 

      it a direct or inverse relationship?
7.  As the atmosphere warms, so does the ocean.  What potentially devastating events are 

     likely to increase?

8.  What is happening to the thickness of the Arctic Ice Cap?

9.  Earth’s climate redistributes heat by ______________ currents and ______________.
10. What is the largest mass of ice on the planet?

11.  What three factors are leading to a clash between civilization and earth?
        ____________________________________

        ____________________________________

        ____________________________________

12. What country contributes most to global warming?

13.  Is it within our power to affect global warming?  How could you contribute to 

       solving the problem?

Reexamine your original remarks made on the table.  Make corrections, and add what you now know or believe.
