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LAB:  Seed Dissection

In this lab, you will dissect a seed to learn some basic structures of seeds.  Then, you will identify it as a monocot (monocotyledon) or a dicot (dicotyledon).

Materials:  A tray, seed, magnifying glass, a paper towel, and a toothpick.  Use your textbook too!  Use the flower diagram I gave you previously too!
1.  Place your seed on the paper towel.  Sketch the seed.  Identify the wing, and label it on your drawing. 
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            What method does the plant use to disperse the seed?  How do you know?

             This seed came from a flowering plant.  The wing is the fruit.  Therefore, what 

             part of the flower did the wing come from?
2.  Gently and carefully pry peal open the end of the wing containing the seed.  You will 

      find the embryo of the plant surrounded by a whitish green casing.  This 

      casing is the immature seed coat.  What hardens to form the seed coat? 
3.  Gently and carefully remove the seed coat.  Examine the embryo.   How many 

     cotyledons does it have?  Is it a dicot or a monocot?  

4.  Compare and Contrast Dicots and Monocots:
	
	 Dicots
	Monocot

	Number of cotyledons


	
	

	Number of flower parts


	
	

	Description of leaves


	
	


5.  What plant was used in this lab?
